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Mr. LOTT. I do wish to thank all

Senators who have been involved in
making this agreement possible—Sen-
ator KASSEBAUM, Senator HATCH. There
has been cooperation on the Demo-
cratic side of the aisle. We appreciate
it. It is the right thing to do. I am glad
it has been accomplished.

I thank the Senator for yielding.
f

CENSUS INCOME AND POVERTY
REPORT

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, today
the Census Bureau has released a re-
port on income and poverty in America
in 1995. Here are some of the findings
from that report.

Typical household income in Amer-
ica showed the largest increase in a
decade: Household income up about
$900 in 1995. It is the largest 1-year in-
crease since 1986; typical family in-
come since the President’s economic
plan has passed is up $1,631 in this
country.

Mr. President, the report also indi-
cated and demonstrated that we have
had the largest decline in income in-
equality in 27 years. In 1995, household
income inequality fell, as each income
group, from the most well-off to the
poorest, experienced an increase in
their income for the second straight
year. One measure of inequality, the
Gini coefficient, dropped more in 1995
than in any year since 1968.

The number of people in poverty fell
by 1.6 million—the largest drop in 27
years.

Mr. President, that is remarkably
good news for the American economy.
It is remarkably good news for Amer-
ican families. It is remarkably good
news about what has happened since
the President’s economic plan passed
in 1993.

The good news does not stop there.
The poverty rate fell to 13.8 percent,
the biggest drop in over a decade. The
elderly poverty rate dropped to 10.5,
the lowest level ever.

In 1966, 28.5 percent of America’s el-
derly citizens lived in poverty. In 1995,
the elderly poverty rate declined from
11.7 percent to 10.5. That is a new
record low for the elderly poverty rate
in America.

In addition, we saw the biggest drop
in child poverty in 20 years. In 1995, the
child poverty rate declined from 21.8
percent to 20.8 percent, a full 1 percent-
age point reduction, representing the
largest 1-year drop since 1976.

These statistics, I think, again dem-
onstrate that President Clinton’s eco-
nomic plan that passed in 1993 is work-
ing. Clearly, we are moving in the right
direction. Not only do these statistics
reveal substantial income gains, reduc-
tion in income inequality in this coun-
try, a reduction in the poverty rates
across the board in America, but we
know from other statistics as well that
the indications and the evidence are
now very clear that President Clinton’s
economic plan, which was passed here
in 1993, has been remarkably success-
ful.

We have 4 years in a row of deficit re-
duction. All we have to do is think
back to 1992. The deficit was $290 bil-
lion. President Clinton came into office
and every year since then the deficit
has been reduced. This year we antici-
pate the deficit will be $116 billion, a
60-percent reduction.

The good news does not end there.
Because in part the deficit reduction
program was so successful, we have
seen a resurgence in this economy. Not
only do these statistics indicate it, but
we know from previous indications the
American economy is moving in the
right direction. Looking at the misery
index, that is the measure of unem-
ployment and inflation, it is at a 28-
year low. If we look at the rate of busi-
ness investment, business investment
is increasing at a rate that is the best
in 30 years.

Again, I would say the good news
does not stop there. This economy has
created over 10 million new jobs since
we passed the President’s plan. The
United States has now been rated the
most competitive economy in the
world for 2 years in a row, replacing
Japan.

The evidence is overwhelming that
the economic plan we passed in 1993
was the right medicine for the Amer-
ican economy. We can remember at
that time the deficit was growing, the
economy was dead in the water, vir-
tually no new jobs were being pro-
duced, we had very weak levels of eco-
nomic growth. But then, in 1993, Presi-
dent Clinton came with an economic
plan that passed in this Chamber by a
single vote, one vote. Our friends on
the other side of the aisle said that
plan would crater the economy. They
said it would increase unemployment.
They said it would increase the deficit.
And they were wrong. They were dead
wrong.

That economic plan has reduced the
deficit every single year for 4 years in
a row. It has reduced unemployment.
We have the lowest unemployment in 7
years. It increased economic growth.
And now, further evidence from the
Census Bureau report, household in-
come is up. It is the best increase in a
decade. Poverty is down. We have a de-
cline in income inequality that is the
largest in 27 years. The number of peo-
ple in poverty showed the biggest drop
in 27 years. The poverty rate fell to 13.8
percent, the biggest drop in over a dec-
ade. The elderly poverty rate fell to the
lowest level ever. Mr. President, more
evidence, strong evidence the Clinton
economic plan is working and that
America is moving back on track.

I think everybody who participated
in that plan can take special pride in
the report that was released today,
that indicates that we have finally got
this economy moving in the right di-
rection.

I yield the floor.
Mr. LEAHY addressed the Chair.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Vermont.

THINGS TO BE PROUD OF
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I hope

Senators have listened to what the two
Senators from North Dakota have said
here, my two friends from North Da-
kota, first Senator CONRAD speaking
about where the economy is today, de-
fying all the predictions of doom and
gloom that we heard when the Presi-
dent proposed his first budget plan.

I have served here now for over 20
years, but I remember during the
eighties and into the early nineties,
the deficits just kept blooming and
blooming. We heard a lot of rhetoric
about bringing deficits down, but every
year the deficits were considerably
higher, the national debt quadrupled.

President Clinton is the first Presi-
dent I served with, the first President
of either party I served with in 22 years
that actually brought the deficit down
3 years in a row. It is easy to talk
about being in favor of a balanced
budget and bringing down deficits. It is
hard to do it.

The Senators from North Dakota are
those who fought hard to bring about
the tough questions of bringing down
the deficit, but they can also take
great pride in what was done for the
American family. We have the typical
family income up $1,631—that is ad-
justed for inflation—since the Presi-
dent’s plan passed; household income
up. The number of people in poverty is
way down.

These are things of which to be
proud.

I will say, in reference to what Sen-
ator DORGAN has said, he speaks of
some of the wondrous things we do in
our Government. It is so easy for peo-
ple to go home and denigrate our Gov-
ernment as though they are not good
men and women who work in it. Think
of some of the remarkable—remark-
able—advances in our ability to live
and our health care, as the Senator
from North Dakota referred to. These
did not come out of the private sector.
These did not come out of thin air.
These came out of dedicated men and
women working and working and work-
ing, sometimes going down a dead-end
alley. I can imagine the number of
dead-end alleys that Dr. Salk went
down before developing the polio vac-
cine, or the number of dead alleys gone
down before we found some of the ad-
vances in curing cancer, and on and on.

Last Christmastime, when part of
this Government closed down, we had
people who went on television and said,
‘‘Well, who misses the Government?
Who needs the Government?’’ My
phones were ringing off the hook from
people who said, ‘‘Why are you closing
down the Government? I have a stu-
dent loan that we are trying to process
so that my child can go to college, the
first one in our family to go to college,
but that office is closed down.’’

Someone who had a necessity to
travel abroad because of a death in the
family: ‘‘I can’t get a passport because
that office is closed down.’’

And the humiliation of good men and
women in my State and everybody
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else’s State who have gone to work day
after day after day doing the best for
the greatest country on Earth and
being talked about as though they were
pawns on a political chess board.

It is time we wake up to the fact that
we have the greatest democracy his-
tory has ever known. It is also a coun-
try of 260 million Americans. This
country doesn’t just run by itself. It
runs because of a lot of very good men
and women make it run. They are not
helped by those who want to make po-
litical pawns of them.

So I probably am naive to assume
that there will not be misstatements
and distortions during the political
season now upon us this fall. But I
think some of those who go home and
want to castigate the President or
want to say, what are those Democrats
doing in their spending plans? maybe
somebody in the audience will stand up
and say, let us be clear.

President Clinton and those who sup-
port him brought the deficit down 4
years in a row. Nobody else has done
that in the 22 years I have been here.
Under that watch, family incomes have
gone up. The economy has improved.
As my friend from North Dakota, Sen-
ator DORGAN, pointed out, a lot of us
are going to live a lot longer and a lot
better because of those dedicated men
and women who put first and foremost
the interests of their fellow Americans.

We ought to just think about that,
and maybe we ought to lower the rhet-
oric and, instead of looking for people
to attack, people to beat up on, let us
start talking about what is right with
this country, what is right about what
we do here and maybe —maybe—we
will find people will have more respect
for those of us who serve them.

I think the two Senators from North
Dakota have done this body and this
country a service this afternoon in
their statements. I hope more will do
the same. Mr. President, I yield the
floor and suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
ABRAHAM). Without objection, it is so
ordered.
f

THE OMNIBUS PARKS
LEGISLATION

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, as I
indicated in my conversation yester-
day, we have an opportunity, a rare op-
portunity, to move the omnibus parks
legislation, including some 126 individ-
ual titles. The sequence of events that
has occurred since our conferees on the
Senate side met and sent the package
over to the House bears some examina-
tion at this time.

Let me recount the status of the Pre-
sidio omnibus parks legislation. When

it went over to the House yesterday, we
anticipated that the House would ad-
dress it today. However, there was an
error in the technical submission
which resulted in an objection on tech-
nical language. As a consequence, in
order to rectify that situation, it is
necessary that it come back to this
body and that the corrections be taken,
which, again, are of a technical nature,
and it be sent back to the House of
Representatives for action, and then it
would come over here, and the antici-
pated procedure would be that an ob-
jection would result and a vote to re-
commit the conference report, which
would basically terminate the con-
ference report and the Presidio omni-
bus parks legislation.

As chairman of the Energy and Natu-
ral Resources Committee, which re-
ported out this package after working
some 2 years, and recognizing that it
affects the interests in some 41 individ-
ual States, and recognizing that we
knew there were controversial issues in
the package, including the Utah wil-
derness, which was withdrawn at the
request of the administration, the graz-
ing issue which was withdrawn at the
request of the administration over a
veto threat, the Tongass 15-year exten-
sion for the benefit of the Ketchikan
pulp contract in my State of Alaska,
which would enable a $200 million in-
vestment to go into a new facility,
chlorine free, state-of-the-art, which
was threatened by a Presidential veto,
I assume because of objections from en-
vironmental groups, that, too, was
withdrawn. We had the issue affecting
the State of Minnesota known as the
boundary wilderness waters. That, too,
was withdrawn.

So, Mr. President, the point I am
making here is that there was a genu-
ine effort to respond to the administra-
tion’s concern by withdrawing what
was assumed to be the controversial is-
sues.

Well, Mr. President, last night we
were in for another surprise. The Office
of Management and Budget came up
with a letter indicating that they still
were not satisfied. Mr. President, it is
the observation of the Senator from
Alaska that the White House has a
goalpost on wheels. They simply move
it around when it is convenient.

I am sure there are some legitimate
concerns, but they were not expressed
in the first letter from the White House
relative to their concerns and objec-
tions. They include some new areas
that we had not been advised were con-
troversial in the last 2 years that we
have held hearings. So I would like to
go over those so my colleagues will
know just where we are.

In the receipt of the second proposed
veto letter, where it simply says that
the Office of Management and Budget
would recommend a veto either
through the Secretary of Agriculture
or to the Office of the President, the
letter points out that there are proce-
dures and provisions that are unaccept-
able to the administration that would
warrant veto action.

These include, No. 1, unwarranted
boundary restrictions to the Shen-
andoah and Richmond Battlefield Na-
tional Parks in Virginia.

The second was special-interest bene-
fits adversely affecting the manage-
ment of the Sequoia National Park in
California.

Three, an unfavorable modification
of the Ketchikan pulp contract on the
Tongass in my State of Alaska.

Four, erosion of the coastal barrier
island protections in Florida.

Five, mandated changes that would
significantly alter and delay comple-
tion of the Tongass land management
plan.

And, six, permanent changes in proc-
ess for regulating rights-of-way across
national parks and other Federal lands.

Mr. President, the indication here is
that this administration would hold up
the omnibus parks package, including
the Presidio, that magnificent jewel in
the Pacific under the Golden Gate
Bridge, that needs attention and needs
attention badly. It needs attention
now; it cannot wait. It is going to dete-
riorate.

We proposed to set up a trust of out-
standing citizens in San Francisco to
manage that like the Pennsylvania Re-
development Corporation has done
such an extraordinary job in Washing-
ton, DC, in renovating the areas along
Pennsylvania Avenue.

The administration is implying, sug-
gesting, recommending they are going
to hold up this package as a con-
sequence now of these issues after we
took the controversial issues away.

Mr. President, let there be no mis-
take about it, the game plan—the game
plan—of this administration is evi-
denced in its letter. That letter does
not address the legislative package,
which is the omnibus parks bill, as the
vehicle. What it recommends is that we
initiate further discussions so that the
appropriations process can cherry pick,
if you will, certain aspects, certain por-
tions out of the omnibus package and
put it in the appropriations process.

The committee chairman, Senator
GORTON of Washington, indicated yes-
terday, in no uncertain terms, that the
omnibus parks package was the only
train leaving, the only bus leaving the
station. This was it, because he was not
going to entertain taking segments out
of the omnibus parks package and put-
ting it in the appropriations legislation
that they are drafting. Mr. President,
we are in a situation now where that
bus has left.

The Senator from Washington is
known for his outspokenness, his com-
mitment, his word. I have commu-
nicated with Senator HATFIELD of the
Appropriations Committee relative to
the possibility that is the game plan
now, to abandon the Presidio omnibus
parks legislation, and selectively pull
pieces out of there and put it, Mr.
President, in the appropriation pack-
age.

Now, as we look at these issues spe-
cifically which I think need examina-
tion, since the White House brought
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